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GREAT many are pleafed, to be very 
* rigid againft thofe Ladies, who app 

A firft.in the Declaration of their Paffion 

for the Man they Love, as if — 

nſt CoM, was really jinning againt! 

—* wht, As many make it their firm 

Tenet, that young Men, if they but know a, Woman 

loves them, will, from that Moment, ungratefully thon 

her, and play upon her the Tricks:of an-unnatural 





_ Difdain. 1 doube not but the Praétice of the Gentle- 


nan, who is chiefly concerned in the following ex- 

teiient Letter, will give a Refutation’ to thefe mif- 
r, fot’'the Honour of ine 
‘Sex; and the “Eafe of ‘the othgr,’ that they ought 
hereafter; to drop ‘and fink among other: vw 


Ervors, Latte ' 

To th PLAIN DEALER... 

Offober 8. 1724." 

spy Young Woman, that wan 

«A Gitte Of you Plain Dealing, and good Ad 

vice, to help me out in.an Affair. ot the utmoft Con- 
quence to my Peace. 





_ fequeénc l am in too much pain, to 
‘Make a long Introduétion; therefore hope you will 
_ Sxcule me, it only fend a thore Sketch of my Mir- 
© fortune, without ftaying to pay my grateful Thanks, 
‘ for -your agreeable Weekly Entertainments; which 
‘ Feannever enough Admire. [hope you worlt think 
me troublefome, it relate the exact Situation o 

“Life, Eat prefent amin. 1 live ina fine Old Seat in 


| © Surrey, which wants nothing to render it delightful, 


to a Perfon of wy, Temper. Our Family coniifts.of 
“my Father (who is a Widower) an Old Maiden 
© Aunt, Two Sifters, ‘ie Selt.. My Father isa 
“very good Man, and entploys himfelf moftly ip his 
‘ Study.. My Aunt is.of a referv'd Temper, therefore 
‘ fuffers us to keep but little Company, efpecially 
“with Gentlemen. There is only one Perfon al- 
‘Jow'd that fatal Liberry! Whofe Charaéter I mutt 
“iiake you acquaintéd with: But how, alas!. fhall I 
“do that? Yer if chere is luch a Thing as Perfection 
“in Mankind, he certainty is Mafter of ir. He has fo 
© fine an Underftanding in all Arts and Sciences. (al- 
“lowd by his own Sex ) fo great a Knowledge in 
‘ every thing that's Polite and Agreeable, and, withal,fo 
© {weet a Diipolition, that I only wonder, 1 kept my 
© Heart fo long free froin his irrefiftable Charms! I 
Shave been pretty intimate with him thefe Three 


- € Years, but did not know, till within thefe Three 


© Months, that my Happinets or Mifery, depended 
‘intirély upon him. In fhort, I feel fo violent a 
© Paffion in my Breaft, that unlefs Ihave fome {peedy 
© Relief, Death will foon put a Period to my Sorrow! 
© How often have I fate contemplating bis Virtues and 
¢ Charms, till my Soul has almoft diffolv'd away in 
© Tendernefs and Love! I figh, I die for him; while 
‘he views me with Cold Indifference; or, at beft, but 
“ Luke-warm Friendfhip: Tyrant Cuftom, and in- 
*.nate.Modefty, forbid my Forgue to utter the 
* Tortures of my Heart. He fomerines laughs, and 
* fays, 1 am all Charms; Oh! what:wou'd I give to 


[ Price IT wo-Pence.] 
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*have him’ ‘really think fo! He behaves exac 
* ly alike to myfelf, and Sifters, and yet I cant help 
‘ being jealous, if he {peaks or looks at them. lam 
© all Madnefs and Defpair! I ha’n’t the Vanity to think 
© Lcan ever pleafe a.Man of his Senfe and Judgment, 
‘and yet o .on.to love! Sometimes I think my 
“‘conftant Paſſion will be rewarded, and that he will 
* hike me for my good Nature, which fome People 
* flarcer mé, and tell him, I have a great Share of: And 
“as it is a Qualification he very much admires, I 
* ftrive every Day, to iffprove it, and to commatid 
¢al{ thofe Uttle Paffions that are incident to our. 

¢ Was I fuffer'd to plead for myfelf, I cou’d tell him, 
© What an obedient Wife I'd make him! How. my 
¢ Duty and Inclinations wou'd both concur, to pleafe 
‘him inall Aétions of my Life!) When he was abfnr, 
©] wou'd entertain mydelf. with his: dear Idea! and 
* when he return, meet him with inéxpreffiblé Rap- 
© tures / I.cou'd dwell for ever on-the inchanting Sub- 
* ject: but fear I fhall grow*tirefome. This opening 
sor my Grief tras been ſome Reliet· T almoft fear to 
have this publifh’d : 1 with, yer dread, he thoul 
—— 9 ‘I don't ——— do: Therefor 
‘rely wholly upon your Advice... If you print iit, 
* correét the bad Engiifh if you. burn it; Remember 


and Pity ee co 
Phe pe LuCIND At 
Wheto ad conan Cripanint are A 


‘ahd: Hamility 2 How does this Lady conclude a Let- 
ter that muft charm every, Reader: much,.bur mot 
bye, whom jt is defigned. to move? Jf you prine dp; 

ys this-admirable Femtale, correct? the bad’ Ewglifh, 






icis all andevery Word of it, too good tor any oné 
of it to be amended. Candour, Sincerity, 
Truch, and everlafting Tendernefs fhirie forth in eve- 
ry Sentence of it. That Perfon whio does not plain- 
ly perceive, that what Lacindg has written, fow’d 
from her Heart, muft have his own Heart very 
il ‘placed, and far removed, dut of the true Way.of 
Nature. It carries a fwegt Perfuafion, that is fure 
to, move and ,allure the Heart, and pours into the 
ind a {trong Conviétion, .that is irrefiftable. 1€ 

Men could: write thus, no "Woman of Senfe would be 
ever courted in»vain: When fhe fignifies fo plainly 
that fhe does love him, does ‘hin, dock bene 
rate him from her Heart; how cordially does fhe 
labour to make that Plainnefi of Language {till 
plainer, it poflible, as the proceeds {till farther in her 
Letter. Thefe plain Phrafes are che Mafter-touches of 
Nature, and put all the coloured Strokes of Art ovit of 
Countenarice,. This. is the touching, natural Simpli- 
city, that makes the prond Scholar's Ornaments look 
poor, and proves the Student's Art a Beggar, it it bor- 
rows not fromit. Any body; that knows what the 
Patiion of Love is, will not barely read, they will 
feel this Ladys Letter. Old as I am myéfelf, how 
am I warm‘d, how am I charm’d, when, after ex- 
prefling her Own infinite Tendernefs for him, in a 
Variety of fine Turns; when, after fhewing bow the 
fighs, how fhe dies tor him; I hear her break our, 
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and fay, Fle fometimes bs, and fays I am al 
rms; Ol! what would I give to have him ~~ think 
@! Her Soul feems co be pour'd forth upon the Pa- 
, as white and chalte as Snow, but melted down 
“9 pure Fire of Friend(bip. A Boy that would 
of Love, might with her 







out-rival the for his . 
Méiher; Marryd Touth would to have her for a 
Sifter ; and Age might glory in fuch a 
Danghter : Buc how: elors then, of good 


ng for fuch a Wife, who 
would have fuch a Feeling for them as this Fair 
One exprefies 2 And, it evcry wnconcerned Perfon be 
her Well-wijber, what Emoti-ns mutt this Letter be 
able to raile; nay, what Pafficns will. ir not excite, in 
the Bofom of thar happy Man, whom it does concern? 
who knows ber Value, and fees how the values him ? 
who.knows ber Temper, and fees how fhe is charmed. 
with bis? who knows ber Fortune, atid fees how 
tranfported fhe would be to fhare her Fortunes 
with bis own? Will-not her Pradence, her vow'd- 
Obedieciice, her Study to pleaſe, her Humility, and being un- 
contcious of the greateft Worth in herfelf; ter whole Pride 
placed in admiring him, her Adoration, almoft, of his {u- 
rior Merit; her defiring, and yet diffiding, to deferve him? 
‘Will not all thefe win over his Heart and Soul to her > Where» 
fhe defcribes to him, how fle will behave in his Prefence, 
and how in his Abfence ; what a Figure muft fhe make in 
the Imagination of this admired Man ? Muft fhe not be as 
much admired, as fhe admires? Does fhe not force him to 
do, what fhe fo earnefily wifes ? Does fhe not compel him to 
think really, what fhe deciares, he frequently laughing fays, 
That fie # all Charms? He docs; he muft really think 
fo : She wraps her Heart, and then his Heart in her powerful 
Words, ‘and compels him by that Letter to think fo.—— The 
God of Love lives, breathes, moves and aéts, in every Line 
of it, and nothing leGS than THAT VERY MAN, who, 
as the fays, If there be fuch a thing as Perfettion in Mankind, 
# certainly Mafler of ut, can be a fuitable Prize, for fo 
mach Elogu-at Deferr. ‘ : toh : 

It has been reported concerning the fineft Oratér, who 
muft be known, when I fay, he lately commanded the At- 
tention, and charm’d the Ears of the prefent age, that the 
moft Ingenious Lady, to whom he was married, grew his 
Wife, by being his Clienr, and. made him her Hwdind, by 

ing him her Lawyer. He had long been acquainted with 
‘patience, Temper and Spirit, by her Manner of (oliciting 
her own Caufe: He knew her Fortune, which depended 
npon it ; and a Pleading being to be drawn, upon which the 
Whole Iffue depended, fhe gave him fuch full and elegant 
Iuſtructions, as few profef’d Lawyers at the Bar could have 
vennd/ and as (carce needed his own powerful Affiftance and 
Amendment. He ask’d her, Who had drawn them? and 
being informed herfelf-had been the fair Compiler, it is no 
wonder, that fo much Wit, in fo agreeable a Perfon, made 
that greateft of Orators, whofe Addreffes no Lady could with- 
fiand, from that Moment, her Suiter, and, confequently, her 
Husband. 
E have often wifhed, to be fully fatisfied of the Truth of 
this little beauriful Piece of Secret Hiftory. Bet 
whether it be true in al} its Circamftances, it was not in- 
vented by one, who meant. to maliga the Fame of that Lord, 
or the Merit of his Lady, fince a more glorious Accident 
tould not well be affigned, to bave brought about the Mar- 
riage of ſo iluftrious a Pair. 

Fhe Letter, which now lies before me, and takes up all 
my Admiration, is the moft uifite Plea of the like kind, 
that ever my Eyes beheld, and muft (if l have any Skill in 
Prediétion) have the like Effet. I know fome Men, as 
well as Women, who underftaod not really’ what Love is, 
will be fimply offended at a Woman’s firft declaring her 
Paffion, contrary to Cuſtom. How fenfible is the Fair One 
of this, «hen the cries out, Tyrant Cujtom and Innate Modefty, 
forbid my Tongue ta utter she Tortures of my Heart. ~——~ By 
Lncinda’s Leave, the berjelf, is too rigid and fevere againft 
berjelf, and carrys the Point too far. Cuftom, indeed, does 
forbid ir, and a Tyrannical Cuftom it is, becaufe, though pre- 
tendediy goounded upon the [pecious Colours of Modefty, 
cis unjuft, ‘tis difhonourable, ‘tis unnatural and irreligious 
at the Bottom. - But as to Modefty, though the 
firieft feoms to forbid it at firft Blujh, yet, truly, it does not 
at all forbid it. Is it mot modeft, as well as natural, to have 
an Inclination to be honourab!y married? It is that, which 
makes ic modeft, as well as natural, in every Woman to own 
fhe has that Iaclination, when, being asked, fhe gives her 
Confent to her Lover. She that has aot an Inclination, be- 
fore the is asked, can hardly, with Truth, declare, that dare 
Asking gave her that Inclination ; Thus fhe owns at /.ft, the 











Inclination to have been the fame at fin: And as it wag ap 
Inclination equally virtuous and honourabie from the Besi... 
ing 5 fo it muft have been equally virtuous, equally honuy-- 
from the Beginning to have owned it. Therefore . 


Fvoluntary Declaration is more natural (in {pice ot Cuftom: 


Triumph givch (OF diy over Nature, anc all for the Sake of 2 
falfe, a miftaken, a meréicuflomary Medefly. Béth Sexes, if 
they will bu€r< fle, muft-agreein this 7 uth. - 

As to the Men, What Batchelor of good Senfe, that hag 
defired and fought to be happily married, would not be 
overjoyed. and traniported to difcover a Lucinda, tho 
opening, beyond his Expeétations, in his own Favour ? The 
Mzn who difl ked a Woman for declating het Approbation of 
him in this Cafe, would be juft. like one, who feeking, by 
certain Moles and Marks on the Earth, fora Silver Mine 
ahd not being ab'e, by the Rules of his Arr, to find one, thould 
difcover at lait, by chance, a Golen one iying- opetto his 
View, and defert it, for no other, Reafun, bat becaufe goog 
Fortine and Providence had put it in his Way. -—— 

‘As to the Women; what Woman, in Lucimda’s Cafe, that 
could deciare herfelt in Luvinda’s Manner, will te fo truly 
weak, to fay, fhe could have been unwifely Prong enough, to 
remain imprudensly filent, and obftinately rencunce a 2 
which her writing was glorioufly. ſure to gain? How would any 
other Woman, if fhe had fo uncommon a Pen, command thar 
fo eafily, when fhe would ficd it very hard to command a com 
mon Tongue, on fo urging, fo preffingan Occafion? I think 
I may fafely lay it down as a new Maxim, That the Woma 
who, overcautioufly bafhtul, fhall be quite filent on thefe 
Oceafions, will, to preferve a falfe Modefty, aad fave her. 
felf from being liable co unjufl Cenfure, make her Prudence 
obnoxious ro avery juft one, that will, as long as fhe lives, 
haunt her Memory, and fting it with a lafting Remorfe. 

Thereisa vaft dealof Delight in contemplating the Beauties 
of a Woman's Mind, who could write thus delicately. 
How good a. Wife fhe would make? How happy would 
fhe make her Husband ? She would footh any Sorrow that 
could reach him, and exalt his Pleafures into Raptures ; the 
would be his Refuge and Comfort in Adverfity, and would 
gild ana adorn his Profperity ; fhe would gladden his Youth, 
and cherifh his Age; give more Warmt> and Foy to the 
Summ r ot his Life, and yield Ligor, Gaiety and Refrefhment to 
the Winter of his Days ; fhe wou'd give him Wings to di'- 
patch bis Bufirefs AYgoad, and divert him after Bufinefs at 
Home, with her Converfation and the Mufi:k of her Voice, 


and equally modeft ; whereas a duil and obftinate Concea}. 
‘Ment ot zi uthy till 1 b-ppers. to be re isa painja! 





«hich would be more delightful te hiv to hear, than the 


Voice of the Nightingale ; fhe would fill up the Chafms 
atid Vacuities of Solitude, with an entertaining Difcourfe, 
that was preferatsle to the Company ot Wits 3 No Nighis 
could be tedious lying by her Side ; and Day-light would 
be made more ¢heurful by locking upon her. Then, the 
would make as go dia Meher as fhe would a wife. —Her Chil- 
dren would want nothing but her Life, to be taught to lead 
fuch a happy. Life as her own, after her. —Her Nurfery would 
be the Nurfery of Geed Manners, Wijdom and Virrue — I could 
exhauft many Papcrs upon this delightful Subjeé& ; and yet 
this Charmer fays, about the Conclufion of her Lette® 
that fhe fears fle fhould grow tirtjome sy Titef.me! Thowh 
tis her own fingle Concern: fhe expreffts, ic will be the 
elegant Satisfaction and Ente:ta‘nment of all nice Judges, 
that fhall read it. Such Paintigs of true Nature muft ever 
picafe, and can never tire. * 3 

But here I draw towards the Conclefion of a long Paper, 
as faft asever I can, for fear of hindering at.y Jonger, what I 
would fpeedily unite. I. fancy myfelt to be this Minute, 
with my Paper, in the Parlour of that fine Od Seat in 
Surrey, which fhe defcribes. Lucinda and her Lover, have 
both hold of the Plain Dealer, who tells them his Sentiments 
like the Father of them both —] hear him reading, I fee her 
wifhing, and yet dreading to be difcovered. — I with the 
Difcovery myfelf -— Methinks I fee it, and hear him fay — 
You are Lucinda; if you remember, I have often told you, Tn 
are a Chirms. There wants nothing but your Conjent 10 
make ws the bappy Couple bere dcferibed —— Lucinda, trembling, 
holds the Paper as fhe would let it drop Now, if I 
could make my Paper fpeak, it fhould fay, Do, drop me from 
between you; join Hards over amore Sacred Writing — lt is 
fo promifing, fo aufpicious a Match, that the Plain Dealer u 10 
adt the Father in it — Ij you have not immediate Opportunities— 
If you apprehend any Hindrance — Stay not a Moment where you 
are — Take 2 Tour to Blunt-Hall together —— The Clergyman 
of our Affembly, fhad jon your Hinds, and Blefs your Wifes, 
and yu may keep your Wedding at the old ancient Seat of the 
Blunt’s, fince it will be fo happy an Example to many longing Mids, 
who bave been {cared fo long, by a filly groundle{ Cufiom, from 
[peaking their Miads in an Affair, on which al their Felicity in 
this World depends. 








Printed for J. Roserrs, in Warwick-Lane. Where Letters and Advertifements are taken ia 


And where Complete Setts may be had. 
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